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The pension insurance as social insurance 
 

Author: Prof. Dr. Dr. h. c. Eberhard Eichenhofer 

Location:  Jena and Berlin 

 

What are the characteristics of the pension insurance as a legal 

institution? What ensues from its role as insurance and provider of 

social security? What core principles does it follow, and what are the 

implications arising from its financing through the federal subsidy? 

This essay explores these questions and attempts to clarify the key 

concepts that shape pension insurance as part of the social security 

system. 
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Adjustable data protection concepts implemented in the daily 
practice of the research data center of the pension insurance 
(FDZ-RV) 
 

Authors: Tatjana Mika, Katharina Werhan 

Location:  Berlin 

 

The research data center of the German pension insurance 

(Forschungsdatenzentrum der Rentenversicherung, FDZ-RV) 

provides anonymous microdata from the statistical reporting system 

of the German pension insurance for scientific research purposes on 

the legal basis of the general data protection regulation. As a rule, 

so-called off-site scientific use files are sent to research institutions. 

In addition, scientists are given the opportunity to work with less 

anonymised data at guest scientist workstations on the premises of 

the German federal pension insurance, the results of the analyses 

being individually checked for anonymity just before release. 

Furthermore, university teaching is supported by a special offering in 

the form of campus-use files. The article discusses different concepts 

of randomisation for various target groups and research purposes. 
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Remote access in various research data centers – State of the art 
 

Author: Sebastian Ellert 

Location:  Berlin 

 

This article examines the challenges of and solution approaches to 

remote data processing in scientific research institutions. To this end, 

terms such as on-site and off-site use, remote access, remote 

execution, and remote desktop are defined. When describing 

technical implementation options, particular attention is paid to 

security and flexibility, including safe rooms and guest scientist 

workstations. International examples such as MONA and Secure Lab 

show design options within the various systems. Finally, 

recommendations are made for institutions that do not yet offer 

remote access to improve efficiency and security. 
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Effective rehabilitation – how the social medical process (SMP) 
makes rehabilitation success visible 
 
Authors: Nadine Schmidt, Angela Kranzmann 

Location:  Berlin 

 

How successful is medical rehabilitation really? This question arises 

not only for rehabilitation patients, but also for the institutions 

themselves and the German Pension Insurance as service provider. 

With the revised social medical progress (SMP) in the first and 

second years after medical rehabilitation, the German Pension 

Insurance now supplies, for the first time, an instrument that provides 

valid information about the return to working life after rehabilitation. 

At the core of the instrument is the number of days of employment 

subject to social insurance contributions – an objective and practical 

indicator of professional participation regardless of part-time work, 

sector and income. The results show that regardless of their 

indications the majority of rehabilitation patients succeed in returning 

to work – the differences can provide valuable insights for the further 

development of rehabilitation services. 
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